The Sound from Japan Festival Bus Tour
September 10 (Sat.) - 11 (Sun.)

in Aizu-Wakamatsu City (Fukushima prefecture)
Have fun with the diversity of Japanese sounds that you have probably never heard!

Tokyo Performing Arts Market (TPAM) Office is happy to announce that a bus tour to the Sound from Japan Festival in Aizu-Wakamatsu City (about 280 km from Tokyo) will be organized in the framework of TPAM just before our 10th edition on September 10 (Sat.) – 11 (Sun.).

Through the Festival of Japanese Sounds, you will not only be able to experience the history and making of traditional Japanese instruments, but also try some of the instruments such as Wadaiko (Japanese drums), Shamisen (Japanese three-stringed instrument) and Shakuhachi (Japanese flute).  The live concerts to be presented at the festival are of great diversity, and they will, without doubt, take you to a whole new world of music.

Moreover, the surroundings of the City of Aizu-Wakamatsu, one of the fascinating historical sites in Japan, where you come in touch with Japanese traditional lifestyle and art, will for sure allow the festival to have even more charm and excitement.  

You cannot miss this opportunity!

■ Departure >>> 8:00am September 10(Sat.)

■ Place to meet >>> TOKYO INTERNATIONAL FORUM 

http://www.t-i-forum.co.jp/english/index.html
■ Festival Site >>> Tsuruga-castle, Aizu-Wakamatsu City, Fukushima Prefecture

http://www.city.aizuwakamatsu.fukushima.jp/e/kanko/kokusai-kanko/index.htm
■ Place to stay >>> ON-YADO TOHO

Higashiyama-cho,Aizu-Wakamatsu-shi,Fukushima

Tel:+81-242-26-4141 / Fax:+81-242-26-4570

http://www.onyado-toho.co.jp
■ Tour schedule Two days and one night (Please see below)

■ Tour Fee

	Tour Fees
	Tour includes

	  35,000JPY

 Tour for one
	One night hotel accommodation (single room) with breakfast included.
1 X Round-trip bus transportation (Tokyo = Aizu-Wakamatsu City).
1 X Festival registration.

	  52,000JPY

 Tour for two
	One night hotel accommodation (twin room) with breakfast included.
2 X Round-trip bus transportation (Tokyo = Aizu-Wakamatsu City).
2 X Festival registration.


* Please note that the transportation at site is not included in above.

* Minimum operation: 15 persons. If the participants' number is less than 15, the tour might be cancelled. In case of cancellation, the notice will be sent to those applied, no later than August 26 (Fri.).The payment will be refunded by credit card which the original payment has been made. 

* We can accept a maximum of 30 guests.

	Tour Itinerary (provisional)

	September 10(Sat.)
	8:00
	Meet at TOKYO INTERNATIONAL FORUM

Drive to Aizu-Wakamatsu City

	
	13:00
	Arrive at Aizu-Wakamatsu City

	
	14:30 - 16:30
	Sakagura (Sake brewery) Concert

	
	17:00 - 20:30
	Senshibanko* of Japanese Sounds

(*Senshibanko: all kinds of flowers blooming profusely)

	
	After the performance
	Back to the hotel

	September 11(Sun.)
	
	Orientation Tour of the Festival Site

	
	16:00 - 17:30
	Grand Finale “Sound Fest in Aizu: Tsuruga-Castle Spectacle”

	
	18:30
	Depart from Aizu-Wakamatsu City

	
	23:30
	Arrive at TOKYO INTERNATIONAL FORUM


■ Programs (provisional)

· Orientation Tour of the Festival Site

A Navigator will show you around the festival site to give you an introduction and the overview of the various locations where different programs take place.

Through a variety of exhibitions, you will not only learn how each instrument is made, but also be able to try some instruments like Shakuhachi and Shamisen.

The Navigator will be able to answer your questions and give you explanations about the instruments.

· Sakagura (Sake brewery) Concert　September 10(Sat.)
Live collaboration performance of Shakuhachi, Shamisen, together with the traditional melodies that one sings when brewing Sake in a cellar

Performers: 

Sizzle (Shizuru) Otaka (voice), Akira Sakata (sx), Hiroshi Yoshino (b), Seizan Matsuda (Shakuhachi), Shinichi Kinoshita (Tsugaru-Shamisen), Yoshie Karahashi (Flamenco) 

·  “Senshibanko* of Japanese Sounds　September 10(Sat.)
 (*Senshibanko: all kinds of flowers blooming profusely)
Performance by emerging artists of different Japanese instruments; Fireworks are the climax of the evening.

· Grand Finale “Sound Fest in Aizu: Tsuruga-Castle Spectacle”

September 11(Sun.)

Using the whole complex of Tsuruga-Castle as its stage, a wide-ranging performance from folk entertainment and traditional dance to pop music will be presented. 

Performers: 

Ryudo Takahashi & Garyu-Kai (Komuso* parade), Aizu Tsuruga-Castle Taiko Wakakoma-kai (Taiko) etc. 

*Komuso: mendicant Zen priest(s) of the Fuke sect, wearing a sedge hood and playing a Shakuhachi.

· Other related events and interests

· Higashiyama thermal springs (10 min. by car from Aizu-Wakamatsu City)

· Folk handicraft articles and craft objects of the region

· Useful Links for Aizu-Wakamatsu City

-  Aizu-Wakamatsu & Bandai Region Tourism Promotion Council

http://www.city.aizuwakamatsu.fukushima.jp/e/kanko/kokusai-kanko/index.htm
-  Tourist Information Fukushima
http://www.tif.ne.jp/index.jsp
For the security reason, please fax this form to Nippon Travel Agency.



Fax: +81-3-3572-8768

Application Form

for

“The Sound from Japan Festival Tour”
Participant's Name:                                                             

Organization / Company Name:                                                 

Tel:                                     Fax:                                      
E-mail:                                                                          
	
	Quantity
	Total (JPY)

	Tour fee
	1 person/per room : 35,000 JPY
	
	JPY

	
	2 persons/per room: 52,000 JPY (Twin Room)
	
	JPY

	Total (JPY):
	JPY

	Guest Name (Last Name / First Name):  Mr. / Ms.



	If twin, sharing with (Last Name / First Name):  Mr. / Ms.




< Card Information >

	Card Company
	□ VISA     □ MASTER    □ JCB     □ AMEX    □ DINERS CLUB    

	Card Number
	

	Expire YY / MM Date
	
	Cardholder’s Name
	

	
	
	Signature
	


* If you wish to register as a group, please attach a name list.

Note: The total amount will be deducted by NIPPON TRAVEL AGENCY prior to arrival.

      NIPPON TRAVEL AGENCY will send a “CONFIRMATION & INVOICE” by fax or e-mail.
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